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HIS/REL 395  
BIOGRAPHIES IN THE HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 

Spring 2017 
Distance Education 

 
 

Instructor:   Michael Glowasky, Ph.D. (cand.) 
Phone:    204-924-5614 
Email:    Michael_Glowasky@Boothuc.ca 
Duration:    May 1 – July 31, 2017 
Delivery Mode:    Online   
Credits:     3 credit hours 
Prerequisites:    REL 100 or HIS 209 
Withdrawal Deadline:  July 7, 2017 
Time Extension Deadline:  July 21, 2017 
 

Course Description 
 
This course examines the lives of a number of key figures throughout the history of Christianity, 
paying attention to their historical contexts and their enduring significance.  Throughout the 
course, we will also consider the importance of biography as a genre in the history of Christian 
thought and explore a variety of different biographical representations.   

Course Objectives 
 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will: 
 
1. Appreciate the diversity of individuals within the history of Christianity;  
2. Have a broad understanding of the periods of the history of Christianity; 
3. Reflect critically on the role and development of biography within Christianity; 
4. Identify key theological and philosophical themes proper to Christian biography. 

mailto:Michael_Glowasky@boothuc.ca
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Required Texts 
 
**Please note: while I list the preferred editions of each text below, it is not necessary that you 
have access to the exact same edition or translation that I list. In fact, older editions of many 
(though not all) of these texts are freely available online. Further information on where to 
access them will be available on the course site. 
 

Augustine. Confessions. 2nd ed. Translated by F.J. Sheed. Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 2006. ISBN 

978-0872208162. 

Chesterton, G. K. St. Thomas Aquinas: “The Dumb Ox.” 1933. Reprint, New York: Doubleday, 

1956. ISBN 978-0385090025. 

Gregory. The Life of Saint Macrina. Translated by Kevin Corrigan. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 

2005. ISBN 978-1597523899. 

Muggeridge, Malcolm. Something Beautiful For God. 1971. Reprint, New York: HarperCollins, 

1986. ISBN 978-0060660437. 

Vial, Theodore. Schleiermacher: A Guide for the Perplexed. New York: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 

2013. ISBN 978-0567415981. 

 
*Additional required materials will be made available on the course site.  
 

Course Outline 
 
*All assignments are due by 11:55 pm CST on the date specified on the course site. 
 

Week Topic Reading/Videos Assignments 

1 Introduction  to Course  
 
The Veneration of Martyrs: 
Polycarp of Smyrna  
 

Read: the Passion Narrative 
in Luke 22-23. 
 
Read: The Martyrdom of 
Polycarp (6 pgs.) 
 

Introduce yourself to the 
class 
 
Forum posts due 

2 The Galvanizing effect of 
Martyrdom:  
Perpetua of Carthage 

Read: The Passion of 
Perpetua (10 pgs.) 
 
Watch: Perpetua of Carthage 
 

Forum posts due 

3 The Vita and the Ascetic 
Ideal:  
Macrina the Younger 

Read: The Life of St. Macrina 
(62 pgs.) 

Forum posts due 

https://www.abebooks.com/products/isbn/9780385090025/19632139364
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Week Topic Reading/Videos Assignments 

4 Spiritual Autobiography and 
the Inner Self:  
Augustine of Hippo 
 

Read: Confessions, bks. 1-5 Integrative Report 1 due 
 
Forum posts due 

5 Continued 
 

Read: Confessions, bks. 6-10 Forum posts due 

6 Continued 
 

Read: Confessions, bks. 11-13 
 

Forum posts due 

7 Modern Biography and 
Historical Context:  
Thomas Aquinas 
 

Read: St. Thomas Aquinas: 
“The Dumb Ox,” chaps. 1-4 
(95 pgs.)   

Forum posts due 

8 Continued 
 

Read: St. Thomas Aquinas: 
“The Dumb Ox,” chaps. 5-8 
(72 pgs.)  
 

Forum posts due 

9 New Media and Reform: 
Martin Luther 

Watch: Luther  Integrative Report 2 due 
 
Forum posts due 
 

10 Intellectual Biography and 
Liberalism:  
Friedrich Schleiermacher 

Read: Schleiermacher: A 
Guide for the Perplexed (160 
pgs.) 
 

Forum posts due 

11 Classic Biography and 
Modern Sainthood: 
Teresa of Calcutta 
 

Read: Something Beautiful 
for God (160 pgs.) 
 

Forum posts due 

12  
 

None Integrative Report 3 due 
 

13 Conclusion None Research Paper due 
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Assignment Instructions 
 
1. Forum Discussion Participation.     Weight:  40% Due: Thursdays and Sundays 
 
Each student is required to contribute to class discussion by making an original 200 word post 
that responds to the question(s) I ask in the forum by 11:55 pm CDT on Thursday night of each 
week.  Each student is also required to make an additional 200 word post that responds to a 
classmate’s post by 11:55 pm CDT on Sunday night of each week.  Forum posts are worth 4% 
of your total mark each week (your original post and your response are each worth 2%).  You 
will be required to participate in forum discussion on ten of the weeks in the course (which 
means you may miss one week’s worth of forum participation without penalty).  Please note 
that late posts will automatically receive a grade of 0.   
 
2. Integrative Reports.   Weight:  30%   Due: May 26, June 30, July 21  

 
You will submit three 1,000 word reports throughout the course of the semester which 
summarize and synthesize the course content up to that point.  Your reports may focus on any 
themes which strike you as especially significant from the readings and discussions.  However, 
you should be sure to touch on a few of the literary, historical or religious aspects of the works 
we have read in class up to that point.  Reports are to be double-spaced with a cover page, 
bibliography and footnotes, where required.  Turabian citation style is to be observed, with 12 
point font throughout.  Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day unless prior 
arrangements have been made with the instructor. Please note that grammatical and spelling 
errors will have some bearing on the grade you receive. Each report is worth 10% of your final 
grade.  
 
3. Research Paper.   Weight:  30%      Due: July 28 
 
You will write a 2,500 word paper on a topic of your choosing.  There are two kinds of papers 
that you may choose from: 
 

a) An original biographical sketch of a figure we have not discussed in the course;  
 

b) An in-depth paper on a particular historical or theological theme from a period of the 
history of Christianity that interacts with a figure discussed in this course. 

 
You should contact your instructor by email sometime during the first six weeks of the course 
to discuss the suitability of your proposed topic.  Please keep in mind that, regardless of which 
option you choose, this will be an academic paper and so must follow all the standard academic 
guidelines: you will be expected to use no fewer than 10 scholarly sources (at least one of 
which must be a primary source); papers must be double-spaced with a cover page, 
bibliography and footnotes, where required; Turabian citation style is to be observed, with 12 
point font throughout.  Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day unless prior 
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arrangements have been made with the instructor. Please note that grammatical and spelling 
errors will have some bearing on the grade you receive. 
 

Summary of Graded Assignments 
 
Forum Participation        40% 
Integrative Reports       30% 
Research Paper       30%  

         100% 

Percentage Equivalents Scale 
 
A+ 95–100%  C+ 65–69 
A 87–94   C 60–64 
B+ 78–86   D 50-59 
B 70–77   F 0-49 

 
Letter Grades & Grade Points 

 
A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade 
of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; 
evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 
critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; 
evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant 
issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some 
evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the 
material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 
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D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and 
some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the 
subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of 
the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

Policy on Academic Integrity 
 
It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 
portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both 
the student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 
examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 
include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 
from the University College, or other serious consequences.  
 
To plagiarize is to take the ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources. Failure to do so 
constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits 
an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 
answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  
 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 
plagiarism tutorial. 
 
Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 
before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  
 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then 
determine whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 
Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 


